CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

South, nor could an organised township
such as Mecca remain outside its sphere of
influence: but the scanty information
which has reached us concerning the religious
life of the Arabs anterior to Islam might
also be explained by supposing them to
have followed a similar course of develop-
ment. In any case, it is advisable to
reserve judgment until documentary proof
can replace ingenious conjecture. The
difficulty of the problem is increased by
the fact that Jewish and especially Christian
ideas penetrated from the South and that
their influence cannot be estimated. The
important point for us to consider is the
existence of Christianity in Southern Arabia
before the Muhammedan period. Nor was
the South its only starting-point: Christian
doctrine came to Arabia from the North,
from Syria and Babylonia, and numerous
conversions, for the most part of whole
tribes, were made. On the frontiers also
Arabian merchants came into continual

12